
5th Sunday of Lent – March 29, 2020 

Dear Fellow Parishioners of the Oneida Catholic Parishes, 

 The fifth part of the Kerygma is:  

The Messianic Age wil l  reach its consummation in the return of  Christ .  In our closer 

examination of the Kerygma over the last few weeks, it has become clear that we are not as familiar with the 

basic message of our faith as we should be.  This part is probably one of the best examples of not only our 

ignorance of but also our lack of belief in and practice of the Kerygma.  We have already talked about the 

messianic age which the prophets talked about.  The time of the Messiah or Christ is one in which God 

actually is our king, everything and everyone surrenders to the rule of God in such a way that all human 

beings live in love, compassion, justice, mercy, peace and joy.  Everyone is good to everyone while helping 

each other to be the best that they can be.  This new way and/or kingdom also impacts the natural world in 

such a way that everything works together for the good of all and there is nothing evil in any shape or form. 

 We have already acknowledged in the Kerygma and believe deep down in our hearts, souls and 

spirits that Jesus Christ in his life, death and resurrection has already begun the Messianic age.  At the same 

time, that age has just begun and will not fully be implemented or fulfilled until Jesus comes again.  The 

kingdom of God begun by Jesus Christ when he was on earth was always meant to be carried on by the 

church as inspired and motivated by the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is the abiding presence of Jesus Christ 

made concrete in the way that the church causes a difference in this world by helping to transform the world 

into a more loving, kind, considerate, helpful and good place.  The question is: how are we doing with what 

we are supposed to be doing at this time?  Is the Holy Spirit being sought and embraced in a way that we can 

do our job as we await the second coming of Jesus Christ? 

 We know that we are limited as human beings in what we can do.  No matter how hard we work to 

bring about a more inclusive, fair, empathetic and caring world; we will inevitably run up against the forces of 

selfishness, greed and evil which work hard to stop us.  They tell us that we should just think of ourselves and 

hold on to what we have; that there is not enough for everyone so we should let others perish or do without 

so that we can have.  We know that God wants to provide for all, aid all and help us all to be what we can be 

together.  When Jesus comes again, he will make up for all our inadequacies by making the world what it is 

meant to be, beginning with the progress that we have made.  True Christians long for the full culmination of 

the world in Christ’s second coming as we do the best that we can now to anticipate that coming with our 

actions.  Do we long for it? 

In Christ’s love, 
Father Dave Ruby, Pastor 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Messianic_Age

